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FOREWORD

During the period of July 227, 2018 public organization Coalition for Democracy and Civil
Society conducted a nationwide telephone survey.

The purpose of this survey was to measure the opinion of Kyrgyz citizens on proposed
amendments to theaw On Changes to the Law On Freedom of Religion and Religious
Organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic.

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

The survey was conducted with specialized computer system of telephone intervi€ihig
(Computer Assistedelephone Interviewing). This method allows to quickly and accurately
collect data on socially significant issues. An important advantage of telephone surveys is that
information can be obtained and processed quickly. Also, one of the advantages lgyeliabi
since the organization has the ability to monitor the survey through a direct presence in the
operator's office. In addition, the interviewers are under supervision, the supervisor can listen
to any ongoing conversation and monitor the interviewers

A specially developed computer program accidentally generated cell phone numbers.
Moreover, to reach respondents by landline telephones, a fixed telephone number database wa
used for each oblast.

Population of survey

The investigated population wése urban and rural population of Kyrgyzstan aged 18 and
over, permanently residing in the territory of 9 regions of the country: Bishkek, Osh, Chui
Oblast, IssykKul Oblast, Talas Oblast, Naryn Oblast, J#alad Oblast, Osh and Batken
oblasts.

Description Sample Country breakdown in % according
breakdown to data of National Statistics in 2016

Gender

Men 48,4% 48 4%

Women 51,6% 51,6%

Age

18-34 48,5% 48,5%

3554 35,8% 35,8%

55+ 15,7% 15,7%

Table 1. Comparison of sample and entire populatiothbse demographic profiles

1 electronic database of National Statistiti://www.stat.kg/ru/statistics/naselenie/



http://www.stat.kg/ru/statistics/naselenie/

Sample design

Sampling was equally distributed between the seven oblasts, Bishkek and Osh cities. This
equal distribution of the sample allowed reducing the statistical error. During the telephone
survey, the sampling afrban citizens was exceeded. To restore the disturbed proportions in
the sample population as compared to the general population, the sample parameters were
corrected by weighing the "Region” variables. In this regard, the weights obtained for the
categores for two variables were multiplied. The weight coefficients for each variable were
calculated by formula given below:

wi = P/ pi, where

wi- weight number

Pi - share of respondents in oblasts i (Data provided by National Statistics), and
pi - share ofespondents in oblasin available sampling.

The overall selection of respondents carried out with the control of gagdequotas, regional
guotas (oblast / urban / rural), as well as quotas for the use of mobile only, stationary numbers
and quotasdr respondents using both mobile and fixed communication.

When dialing to landline phone numbers, interviewers surveyed the one who picked up the
phone. The randomness ensured by the fact that selected stationary numbers were from &
common database piakaip by a random method. When dialing to the cellular numbers, a
respondent who picked up the receiver was interviewed. Cell phone numbers were generated
randomly by appropriate software.

The respondents citizens who use the services of the followinglldar and fixed
communication operators:

-Beeline
-Megacom

-O!
-KyrgyzTelecom

Data processing

The processing of the survey results carried out with specialized SPSS statistical and
econometric modeling software.

Questionnaire

The questionnaire for the telephone survey consisted of 6 demographic questions and 14
guestions aimed at studying the opinion of the citizens of Kyrgyzstaroppnsed amendments

to the Law On Making Changes to the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic On Freedom of
Religion and Religious Organizations



The questionnaire consisted of closed and s#osed questions. The toolkit was compiled in
Russian and translated into Kyrgyz language. Interviewers used both variants in the survey
depending on the respondent's laage. The completion of one questionnaire varied from 1

to 8 minutes and, on average, took 3 minutes.



SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH

This sociological survey was conducted with the aim of studying the opinion of the population
of Kyrgyzstan on proposed amendments to the Law On Making changes to the Law of the
Kyrgyz Republic On Freedom of Religion and Religious Organizations.

l

91,6% of interviewed respondents attribute themselvesdamic religion. Only 4,9%
profess the Chrisdn religion. Less than 3% of respondents do not attribute to any
confession.

Only 58.5% of respondents among those who profess a certain religion, visit religious
institutions. Among them, every seventh visits religious institutions several times a
week, @ery fourth once a week, and every eleventh several times a month. 41.5% of
religious people do not attend any religious institutions at all

The total proportion of those attending religious institutions was 84.9% among men,
and 34.1% among women. Evemcend male respondent visits religious institutions
once a week, and every fifth person several times a week. While most of the surveyet
women do not attend religious institutions at all.

The top five information sources on religious activities and ralgiorganizations
included (in decreasing order): relatives and acquaintances; members of the religiou:
community; TV; social networks / internet; and Religious Literature.

51.7% of interviewed people do not knamything about the Law of the Kyrgyz
Republic On Freedom of Religion and Religious Organizations. Only 39.6% of
respondents confirmed that they heard about the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic On
Freedom of Religion and Religious Organizations. 1&fong the interviewed
respondentdelieve that the Lavensureshuman rights to freedom of religion. 9.8%
note that the Law regulates religious activities in general, and 8.3% that it regulates the
relationship between the state and religion.

Only 11.3% of respondents answerkeyt heard about the initiated amendments to the
Law On Freedom of Religion and Religious Organizations, mentioned in Mass Media.
88.7% of the people interviewed did not hear anything about these amendments to th
Law.

In general, the majority of the poptian supports all proposed amendments to the law.

A high proportion of those who are "against" noted on such amendments to the law as
i ntroducti on of the term dprayer roo
registration” (27.1%); "A ban on the disseation of religious beliefs and other beliefs
bypassing residential premises" (25.6%); as well as "permission of the ceremony of
religious marriage only after the state registration of marriage, in registry offices"
(24%).

Little over a third of respondentsespect other religions. Tolerance is shown by 22.1%
of respondents, 24%indifferent, and 15.3% admitted that they are negative towards
other confessions.

44.7% of respondents note that religious affiliation aedring ofreligious attributes
cause distrust among people in Kyrgyzstan. Religious affiliation and religious
attributes only give credibility to 11.2% of the people interviewed. 37.3% of



respondents believe that this can not in any way affect the perception ¢¢ peop
Kyrgyzstan. Most of allreligious affiliation and wearing of religious attributes cause
distrust in Naryn and IssyKul oblasts

30.2% of respondents believe that the problem of religious extremism in Kyrgyzstan is
very serious. Every fourth persolaims that the problem of religious extremism in the
Kyrgyz Republic is serious only to a certain extent. While, 37.5% of the respondents
are sure that this problem is insignificant or there is no such problem.

45.5%o0f respondentsaythatreligionis becomingpopularin thesociety,while others
believethatthe societyis reviving spirituality (44.6%).0nly 6.5%believethatmodern
societyin Kyrgyzstanis nonreligious



GENERAL RESULTS OF SOCIOLOGICAL SURVEY

Mostof theinterviewedrespondentpracticelslamicreligion.Only 4.9%profesgheChristian

religion. Lessthan3% of respondentdo notconsidethemselveso be of anyconfessior(see
Diagraml).

Diagram 1. What confession do you pertaint®@ ~ 7 3 8

2,8% 0.1|% 0.4%

0,1%
m |slam

| I m Christianity (Orthodoxy,

Catholicism, Protestantism)
= Do not practise any of them
(atheist/agnostic)

= Buddhism
Differencesin the choiceof religious affiliation of respondentgan be seenby regions.In
general,the Islamic religion is practicedby the majority of inhabitantsof all regions.
Differencesare distinguishedamongrespondentgrofessingChristianreligion, which are
significantlylargerin thecity of Bishkek(15.9%),Chui(12.2%)andlssyk-Kul (6.1%)regions
(seeDiagram?).
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m Pastafarianism



Diagram 2. What confession do you pertaint®@ ~ 7 3 8
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Only 58.5% of respondentsamongthose who professa certain religion, visit religious
institutions. Among them, every seventhvisits religious institutions severaltimes a week,
everyfourthonceaweek,andeveryeleventhseveratimesamonth.41.5%of religiouspeople
do notattendanyreligiousinstitutionsat all (seeDiagram3).

Significant differences in the answers to this question can be seen by gender of responden
Thus, the total share of those attending religious institutions was 84.9%g amam and
34.1% among women. Every second male respondent visits religious institutions once a wee|
and every fifth person several times a week. While most of the surveyed female responden
do not attend any religious institutions at all (see Diagram 4)



Diagram 4. How often do you visit religious institution® ~ 7 1 4

mWomen mMen

5,9%
Never °

Several times a year (on major religious holiday
Several times a month
Once a week 40.1%

Several times a week

The olderthe ageof respondentghe fewerthosewho visit religiousinstitutions.In general,
all agecategorieof respondentsentionedthat visiting religiousinstitutionsis preferable-
onceaweek(seeDiagram5).

Diagram 5. How often do you visit religious institutions®? =~ 7 1 4
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Rural residentsattendreligious institutionsa little lessthan urbanresidentg57.5% versus
66.1%).The differenceof answerscanbe seenonly in the option "severaltimesa year (on

majorreligiousholidays)",wheretheproportionof respondenta/ho chosethis optionprevails
amongurbanresidentgseeDiagram6).

Diagram 6. How often do you visit religious institutions? -~ 7 1 4

m Urban = Rural

Rural
Urban

Several times Once a week Several times Several times Never
a week a month a year (on
major
religious
holidays)

Thetop five informationsourceson religiousactivitiesandreligious organizationsncluded
(in decreasingrder):relativesandacquaintancesnemberof thereligiouscommunity;TV;
sccial networks/ internet;andreligiousliterature.Lesspopularsourcesf informationabout
religious activities and religious organizationswere newspapersyadio and missionary
activities of representativesf variousconfessionsOnly 7.3% of the respndentssaid that
theydid notreceiveanyinformationfrom anywhergseeDiagram?).



Diagram 7. How do you get information about religious
activities and religious organization® ~ 7 3 8

mAll =Men =Women

Relatives and acquaintance 20 20
From members of a religious communit 16 90
Television
Social network/Internet 10 10
Religious literature 9 20
Newspapers 5 (0
Mi ssionary activi
Radio 0
From nowhere

Other 0,29

The choice of sourcesof information about religious activities and organizationsvaries
dependingnthegenderof therespondentsl hus,asignificantproportionof religiouswomen
chooseelativesandacquaintanceasthe mainsourceof information(39.3%versusl9.9%of
men).While thechoiceof sourcef informationamongreligiousmenwasevenlydistributed
acrossall options,neverthelesghey preferto getinformationfrom membersof the religious
community(26.2%).

Somedifferencesin the answergo this questioncanbe seenby the ageof the respondents.
"Relativesandacquaintancesgswell as"memberf thereligiouscommunity"arethe main
sourcesof informationfor all respondentsf all ages.The differencesmostlyreferto such
sourcess"socialnetworks/ Internet"and"television." The olderthe ageof respondentshe
morepopularamongthemis "television"asa sourceof informationaboutreligiousactivities.
Conversely the youngerthe age of respondentsthe more popularamongthemis "social
networks/ Internet"for suchinformation(seeDiagram8).



Diagram 8. How do you get information about religious
activities and religious organization® ~ 7 3 8
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In generalthe popularity of sourcesof informationaboutreligious activities and religious
organizationdasthe samedistribution,both for urbanresidentsandfor rural (seeDiagram
9). But, residentsof rural areasmostly receive suchinformation from their relativesand
acquaintancef33.7%versus25.3%).



Diagram 9. How do you get information about religious
acivities and religious organization® ~ 7 3 8
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51.7%of theinterviewedpeopledo notknow anythingaboutthe Law of the Kyrgyz Republic
On Freedomof Religion and Religious Organizations.These are the most among the
inhabitantsof rural areasthan urban (58.7% versus47.2%). Only 39.6% of respondents
confirm they heardaboutthe Law of the Kyrgyz RepublicOn Freedomof Religion and
Religious Organizations.Therefrom 15% believe that the Law ensureshumanrights to
freedomof religion. 9.8%notethatthe Law regulateseligiousactivitiesin generaland8.3%
- regulategelationsbetweerthe stateandreligion (seeDiagram10).



Diagram 10.What do you think is regulated or ensured by the Law
of the Kyrgyz Republic on Freedom of Religion and Religious
Organizations? ~ 7 3 8
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Only 11.3%of respondentieardabouttheinitiatedamendmentso the Law On Freedonof
Religion and Religious Organizationanentionedin Mass Media. Most of the interviewed
peopledid not hearanythingabouttheseamendmentso the Law (seeDiagram11).

Diagram 11.Have you heard abou the initiated
amendments to the Law On Freedom of Religion and
Religious Organizations, which was mentioned by a

number of Mass Media outlet® -~ 320

113

EYesuNo

The public awarenes®f the initiated amendmentso the Law On Freedomof Religion and
ReligiousOrganizationgliffers dependingnlocality andareaof residenceThus in thecities



of Osh, Talasandyvillages of Batkenoblast,noneof the respondentfieardanything about
amendmentso the Law (seeDiagram12). Substantiallyhigher awarenes®f the initiated
amendmentso theLaw is in thevillagesof Talas(29.4%)andChui Oblast(33.3%).

Diagram 12.Have you heard about the initiated amendments to the
Law On Freedom of Religion and Religious rganizations, which
was mentioned by a number of Mass Media representatives =~ 3 2 0
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As partof this survey,respondentsxpressedheir views on the newamendmentto the Law
On Freedomof Religion and Religious Organizations.In general,the majority of the
populationsupportsall proposecamendmentto the Law.

A high propation of thosewho are"AGAINST" notedsuchamendmentto the Law as:
introduction of the term i p r arycea @ the requirementof its mandatory
registration"(27.1%);

A banonthedisseminatiorof religiousbeliefsandotherbeliefsbypassingesidental
premiseg25.6%);

Permissionof the ceremonyof religious marriageonly after the stateregistrationof
marriagejn theregistryoffices" (24%).

On the other amendmentsthe shareof respondent®pposeddoesnot exceedl18.4% (see
Diagram13).



Diagram 13.Which of the following amendments do you agree
with:

E Support = Against = Not sure

Participation of children and teenagers in religious LT 79,4%
activities will only 212%051§’IB|6 together witt
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The introduction of the term "prayer room" and the LT 58,4%
requirement of their mandatory registration 145% " 0
. - . 72,0%
Regulate import and export of religious literatu 0 !
g p p g 1]3‘,1134)
Prohibition of the dissemination of religious beliefs and ALY 67,1%
other beliefs bypassing living areas 7,3% 1070
Permit the ceremony of religious marriage only after the 5100 70,9%

state registration of marriage, in the registrar offices 5,1%

Little overthird of respondentsespecbtherreligions.A tolerantattitudeis shownby 22.1%
of respondent24%areindifferent,and15.3%admittedthattheyarenegativetowardsother

confessiongseeDiagram14).

Diagram 14.What do you feel about other confessior?s
- 738

u Respectfully = Tolerably
24%

= Negatively Indifferently

15.3% m Not sure

e

Respector otherreligionsis directly relatedto the ageandgenderof therespondentsThus,
theolderthe ageof respondentshe morethosewho showrespecfor otherconfessionsit is

noteworthythatmalerespondentsomparinggo womenshowmoreregectfor otherreligions.
While femalerespondentslescribetheir attitudeto otherconfessionsith indifference(see

Diagram15).



Diagram 15.What do you feel about other
confession8 ~ 7 3 8

u Respectfully = Tolerably = Negatively = Indifferently mNot sure

25,8%  32%
28% 28%
26,7% 1,8%

35-54

Women

26,3% 1.8%

Urbanresidentshowmorerespector otherconfessions,nlike ruralresidentg51.8%versus
28%). The ratio of rural residentswas evenly divided amongall the answerswherethe
respondentsvereleastlikely to be negativetowardsotherconfessiongseeDiagraml16).

Diagram 16.What do you feel about other confessior's -~ 7 3 8

m Urban = Rural

Respectfully Tolerably Negatively Indifferently Not sure

Obviousdifferencesn the answerscanalsobe seenin the contextof the respondentsiving
area.Residentof Bishkekcity (62.2%),Chui (50%)andIssyk-Kul (42.7%)oblastsaremost
respectful towards other confessions.Negative attitudes towards other confessionsare
significantlymanifestedn Batken(36.6%)andOsh(30.5%)oblasts(seeDiagram17).



Diagram 17.What do you feel about other confessior’ss -~ 7 3 8
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Bishkek 20,7% 459%

44.7%of respondentsotethatreligiousaffiliation andwearingof religiousattributescause
distrustamongpeoplein Kyrgyzstan.Thisopinionis morepopularamongfemalerespondents
ratherthanmen.Religiousaffiliation andreligiousattributesonly give credibility to 11.2%of
theinterviewedpeople Amongthemtherearemoremalerespondents37.3%of respondents
believethatthiscannotin anyway affecttheperceptiorof peoplein Kyrgyzstan(seeDiagram
18).



Diagram 18.How does religious affilliation and religious
attributes affect the perception of people in Kyrgyzstafl
- 738
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11,2%

Diagram 19 showsthe differencesin the perceptionof peopleof Kyrgyzstanof religious
affiliation andwearingreligiousattributesMost of all, religiousaffiliation andthewearingof
religious attributescausedistrustin Naryn and Issyk-Kul Oblasts.The wearingof religious
attributegaiseanoreconfidencen thecitiesof BatkenOblastalittle morecomparingo other
areasUrbanresidentof Oshoblastandrural residentsof BatkenOblaststronglybelievethat
religious affiliation and the wearingof religious attributeswill not affect in any way the
perceptiorof peoplein Kyrgyzstan.(seeDiagraml19).

Diagram 19.How does religious affilliation and religious attributes
affect the perception of people in Kyrgyzsta@ ~ 7 3 8
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Everythird respondenbelieveghatthe problemof religiousextremismn Kyrgyzstanis very
serious.Every fourth personclaimsthat the problemof religious extremismin the Kyrgyz
Republicis seriousonly to a certainextent.While 37.5%o0f the responéntsaresurethatthis
problemis insignificantor thereis no suchproblem(seeDiagram?20).



Diagram 20.Do you think the problem of religious
extremism is serious in Kyrgyzsta? ~ 7 3 8
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Male respondentsmore than women, believe that the problem of religious extremismin
Kyrgyzstanis very serious Femalerespondentaremorelikely to think thatthereis no such
problem,or it is insignificant(seeDiagram?21).

Diagram 21.Do you think the problem of religious
extremism is serious in Kyrgyzsta® ~ 7 3 8
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In oblastdreakdownBishkekresidentexpressoncermaboutthe seriousnessf theproblem
of religiousextremismin Kyrgyzstan(58.5%).Theleastconcerramongall is in BatkenOblast
(13.4%).Batkenresidentsaaremoreconfidentthatsucha problemdoesnot exist(51.2%)(see
Diagram22).






